
Phonics and Early Reading

Welcome to our meeting

Part 1 – information about how we teach 

phonics

Part 2 – information about how we teach 

reading



Reading is an essential skill for all curriculum areas 

and ultimately improves life chances.



What is Phonics?

• Phonics is the way we teach children to read and 

write.

• It develops phonemic awareness – the ability to 

hear, recognise and use the sounds within words.

• Learners are also taught the correspondence 

between sounds (phonemes) and the graphemes 

(spelling patterns) that represent them.



Why Little Wandle letters and sounds?

• Excellent training for all staff to ensure 

consistency,

• Every aspect of phonics and reading included in a

detailed, thorough and

• systematic approach,

• Engaging resources without distracting from the 

learning,

• Comprehensive system for identifying and

supporting children requiring

• extra help and useful support for parents.



How we teach phonics

Daily synthetic phonics sessions following this 

structure;

• Revisit and review – repeated practice of 

previously learned sounds and words.

• Teach and practice – A new grapheme/phoneme is 

introduced.

• Practice and apply – Application 

of phonics directly to reading

or writing a sentence.







hook a book









Once children have a secure knowledge of a number 

of GPC’s (Grapheme Phoneme Correspondences) 

and are confidently blending, they will be ready for 

reading books.

Prior to this they may have wordless books which 

develop great language skills and help children 

practice how to handle books.



Reading
We want children to 

love reading

Reading should be 

enjoyable and 

memorable.

We want children 

to feel positive 

about books and 

read

for pleasure.

Learning to 

read should be 

a positive 

experience.

Reading underpins children’s access to the curriculum 

and clearly impacts on their achievement



We teach reading 

through a reading 

practice session.



What is a reading practice 

session?
Reading practice sessions are:

• Timetabled and delivered 3 times a week.

• Taught by a trained teacher or learning support assistant/practitioner.

• Taught in small groups.
• Each read begins with some time to review and revisit sounds and words

previously learned as well as new vocabulary that might appear in the 
book.

Each lesson has a different focus; 

1.Decoding

2.Prosody (intonation, expression)

3.Comprehension

After the 3rd lesson the children will bring their reading book home.

The books that the children read during these sessions have 

been carefully matched to their developing phonic ability.



How will this work?

Assess

• Phonic knowledge assessed half termly.

Match

Reading 
Practice

• Assessment used to match children to a book 
based on their secure phonic knowledge.

• Secure phonics knowledge is at least 95/100 
words read fluently.

• Children will learn to read the book in reading 
practice sessions.

• These will happen 3 times a week in schools that by 
the time the book comes home the children can read it 
confidently, fluently and at good pace.

Home 
reading

• Celebrate, praise, talk about the book with you child.

• Record comments about reading in the reading diary.



We have invested in over 600 new books from Collins Big Cat 

which are carefully matched to children’s secure phonic 

knowledge.



Sounds or tricky words the children have not been 

taught yet will not appear in the books.



Sounds or tricky words the children have not been 

taught yet will not appear in the books.



Children will also bring home a ‘share 

book’ from the school library each week.

This book is for you to read and share 

together. We want all our children to have 

access to good quality books and we want 

reading to be a fun, memorable and 

enjoyable experience.

Children may not be able to read this book 

independently but these books offer a 

wealth of opportunities for talking about 

the pictures and enjoying the story or 

information text.

Share Book



What else can parents do?

Explore the videos and guidance

for parents on the Little Wandle

parents page.

Support your child to learn the 

alphabetic code. The overview 

shows which sounds have been 

taught each week.

Let your child “show off” their reading to you 

and celebrate how well they are doing.



Thank you for joining us

Questions ? ? ?




